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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To search and reproduce the first picture out of plural 
pictures obtained by each diagnosis. 

CONSTITUTION: A directory information generating means M3 
generates directory information including information for 
discrimination and picture recording position information. A 
recording and reproducing part M4 records and reproduces picture 
data of plural pictures and directory information of each picture on a 
recording medium. A table generating means M5 divides plural 
pictures related to one another into blocks to generate a table. At 
the time of reproducing an arbitrary picture, a block retrieval means 
M8 refers to the table to retrieve directory information of a head 
picture in the block including the arbitrary picture, and picture data 
of the head picture in the block is reproduced by the recording and 
reproducing part M4. 
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